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Forthcoming changes to the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) relating to 

the verified weight of containers and their cargo could have serious implications for, among others, 

terminal operators. 

Background 

The past decade has provided a number of examples of the safety risks inherent in the transportation 

of containerised cargo by sea. Stacks can collapse during a sea voyage or personal injuries may 

occur. Further, re-stowage may be required resulting in delays and costs. In November 2014 

amendments to SOLAS Chapter VI were approved by the maritime safety committee of the 

International Maritime Organisation. The committee drew on the Lashing@Sea project's 2010 report 

which, among other things, included recommendations to improve the reliability of the declared 

weight of containers. 

The Lashing@Sea project, in which the Dutch maritime research institute MARIN has played a 

leading role, was established in 2006 to evaluate standards and technology in the sea transportation 

sector. Its research has identified several factors in container transportation which affect the reliability 

of secured cargo stows. 

Changes to SOLAS 

The relevant amendments to SOLAS Chapter IV, expected to enter into force on July 1 2016, relate to 

Part A of Regulation 2. The amendments require verification of the gross mass of containers by 

shippers. 

In the case of cargo carried in a container, the gross mass must be verified by the shipper. 

Verification can be achieved in two ways: 

l weighing the packed container using calibrated and certified equipment; or  

l weighing all packages and cargo items and adding the tare mass, as well as using a certified 

method approved by a competent state authority for packing the container.  

The shipper of a container must ensure that the verified gross mass is stated in the shipping 

document. The shipping document must be: 

l signed by a person duly authorised by the shipper; and  

l submitted to the master and the terminal representative sufficiently in advance, as required by the 

master, to be used in the preparation of the stowage plan.  

If the shipping document does not provide the verified gross mass, and if the master and the terminal 

representative have not received the verified gross mass of the packed container, the container must 

not be loaded onto the ship. 

The changes do not apply to offshore containers or to containers carried on a chassis or a trailer 

when the containers are driven on or off a roll on/roll off ship engaged in short international voyages. 

Implications for terminal operators  

Terminal operators need to be aware of the implications of these changes. If the gross mass of 

containers is not verified by the shipper or not stated in the shipping document, the terminal operator 

must not load the containers on board a ship. 
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The terminal operator could incur substantial costs if containers and their cargo remain at the 

terminal. Terminal operators can remedy this by including a clause in their contracts with shippers or 

shipping lines stating that such costs will be charged to the shipper or the shipping line. 

Terminal operators should be aware that the shipper can meet its obligation under the SOLAS 

convention by merely submitting the verified gross mass to the shipping line. The line will typically be 

the party with which the shipper enters into a contract of carriage. It is the responsibility of the 

shipping line to provide the verified gross mass of the container to the terminal operator prior to 

loading. 

Potential solutions 

Terminal operators should make sure that their contracts with shipping lines include a clause which 

ensures that this information is provided by the shipping line before or by the time that the container is 

delivered to the terminal. The terminal contract should also contain a clause stating that any and all 

consequences of the inaccuracy of the gross mass verification by the shipper will be at the shipper's 

or the shipping line's risk, with an indemnity and hold harmless clause included for such events. 

Terminal operators could agree with shippers or shipping lines to verify the gross mass themselves 

on behalf of the shipper. The contract should then contain a clause stating that the costs involved will 

not be charged to the terminal operator. 

Dutch terminal operators usually make sure that their activities are subject to general conditions. The 

general terms and conditions of the Rotterdam Terminal Operators' Association are usually applied. 

These conditions view weighing to be part of the scope of work performed by the terminal operator. If 

required, the terminal operator should make specific provision in its contracts to the effect that 

verification of the gross mass of the container is not part of the scope of its work. 

For further information on this topic please contact Stefanie Roose at AKD by telephone (+31 88 253 

50 00) or email (sroose@akd.nl). The AKD website can be accessed at www.akd.nl. 

The materials contained on this website are for general information purposes only and are subject to 

the disclaimer.  

ILO is a premium online legal update service for major companies and law firms worldwide. In-house corporate 

counsel and other users of legal services, as well as law firm partners, qualify for a free subscription. Register at 

www.iloinfo.com.  

Online Media Partners 

  © Copyright 1997-2015

Globe Business Publishing Ltd

http://www.internationallawoffice.com/gesr.ashx?l=7N81D6Z
mailto:JvanderMeche@akd.nl?subject=Article%20on%20ILO
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/gesr.ashx?l=7N81D72
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/gesr.ashx?l=7N81D7B
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/gesr.ashx?l=7N81D7E
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/gesr.ashx?l=7N81D8D
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/gesr.ashx?l=7N81D8G
http://www.internationallawoffice.com/gesr.ashx?l=7N81D8K

